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A NOTEWORTHY SHIP MODEL 
CHAMPION OF THE SEAS 
Built by Daniel F. McNeil 


After building a model of 1/8" scale of the SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS and putting it 
on loan at the DeYoung Museum, San Francisco's Golden Gate Park, my son-in-law kidded 
me into building him and my daughter a model for their home. This I promised. I gave 
it a lot of thought for a while, and what ship I would undertake, First was the SEA 
WITCH, I had plans of her in Davis book, but did not like them. Then there was the 
RED JACKET, I even wrote to Charlie Davis about them but gave that up. Then the 
CHAMPION OF THE SEAS took my fancy, and after reading about her figurehead as de- 
scribed by Capt. Arthur H. Clark in his book, "The Clipper Ship Era't, I thought to 
myself I can do that, — he described the figurehead so clearly I could just picture it. 


Then I had to get the lines of her. I remembered reading that in the "RUDDER" 
of July, 1897, her lines appeared, and as I belonged to the Mechanics Institute here 
in San Francisco then, I got permission to take out this bound volume and to have 
these lines photostated, and from these I enlarged them to 3/16" scale, and that is 
all that I had for my start, Pictures of her? There are none, The only one that I 
know of is a view of her stern end along with the JAMES BAINES in a lithograph made 
in England when they were tied up at the docks of the British Naval Dockyard at 
Portsmouth. This is in the book "Some Famous Sailing Ships and their Builder, - - 
Donald McKay", from a lithograph owned by Richard McKay, the author. I tried to see 
this when I was in New York, but I could not contact McKay. 


The nearest thing I could get to this was a photostat of the lithograph of the 
JAMES BAINES now owned by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, I also got the lines of the JAMES BAINES at the same time. This litho- 
graph was owned by Capt, Arthur Clark and willed to the Institute. The JAMES BAINES 
was built right after the CHAMPION OF THE SEAS on the same contract, which included 
the LIGHTNING and DONALD McKAY, four ships, for James Baines of Liverpool. By the 
way, on these prints of the lines of the JAMES BAINES in the lower right hand corner 
is written "James Baines", I wonder if it is his own signature or not, - the prints 
appear to be a copy of the old original, 


When in Boston, I neglected to check with the old file of the "Boston Atlas", but 
I later learned that in the "Marine Reporter", Duncan MacLean described in full the 
details of the construction of the LIGHTNING, the JAMES BAINES, and the CHAMPION OF 
THE SEAS and others. His deScription appears in the two volumes of "American Clipper 
Ships" by Matthews and Howe, but the question is-- did they copy it all or not? I 
visited many of the museums around New York and Boston but it brought me nothing. 


Now, as I said, the JAiTES BAINES was built right after the CHAMPION OF THE SEAS, 
It is possible that McKay used about the same ideas in her construction except on deck, 
and other places, and this I checked with in MacLean's description of the two ships. 
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Well, after I had the hull carved out I hollowed it out. I made it in the lift 
fashion, then planked it to the scale as MacLean told of her planking. I cut and 
formed these planks, butted them, drilled them, put escutcheon pins in them, besides 
glue, but here I made a bad mistake, - I did not think of leaving the space for the 
oakum, - I thought the spaces would stand out but they did not,- I made too good a job 
of matching them together, but in places one will notice the planking, On a false deck 
of 3/16" pine I laid the deck, 1/16" pine strips they fit into the nib strakes, and are 
butted where the deck timbers come, they were drilled for .028" escutcheon pins besides 
cemented with airplane cement mixed with black dope to get the black pitch lines, after 
this deck was down it was a mess, all black and the head of the pins sticking up. 
These I clipped off and then got after it with a file and coarse sand paper, then 
finer, it brought it out very nice, all black lines showing up clear, these won't rub 
off, or look crooked. fhe foes'le head is made the same way. 

Then the deck was cut for hatches, companion ways, sky-lights, then these were 
made and fitted. The deck houses were built up, so as to lift off, furniture was made 
for these deck houses, as you will see, Masts were made, and then the yards and spars, 
and all the iron work, this was of brass and blackened by electro=plating process of 
Black-Nickel. In fact, everything that had to go on her was made up first before the 
masts were stepped, or the riggin started, while all this was being done, scale size 
was kept in mind, if I knew the size or figured it to be that size I reduced it in 
thousandths of an inch, using micrometers for measurements, 

The blocks were many, and all, every one has a brass sheave in them, all built 
up. ‘the binnacle is a carving of a sailor boy holding up the brass bovl like on the 
original ship, and it has a compass card hung on gimbals with a magnetic needle, The 
wheel was built up of turned spokes and rims of mahogany. 1 fastened it to a steel 
shaft that was turned with right and left hand threads, square threads not turned but 
ground on a ,080" shaft. That part into the wheel turned to .060" equivalent to a 
4" shaft, the nuts or sliding blocks slide on two shafts, - I had to make a tap to tap 
these, from the sliding blocks are the arms that attach to the rudder cap, and by turn- 
ing the wheel makes the rudder svring from port to starboard, This whcel and mechanism 
are housed by a house that serves for a smoking room and on the starboard side there ee 
is a companion way to the Captain's cabin, 

Forward of the whecl is an oblong skylight which when lifted off shows a piano, 
upholstered chairs, carpeted decks, and small mirrors, then the mizzen mast, then 
another skylight with long tables and benches. The house just abaft the mainmast, 
which on the real ship was 16 feet squarc, and on the model is divided in two; the aft 
part has a double staircase, carpeted stairs, the fore part is the Chief Officer's 
stateroom, containing bunk, chairs, dresser with washbowl and water pitcher, its 
windows are colored glass as Duncan MacLean describes. 

The hatches have ladders to go below, the after part of the forehouse has four 
staterooms, furnished with bunks, chair and dressers, two of these were for second 
officers and the other for 2nd class passengers. Forward of this is the galley with 
two stoves, coal bin with real coal between the two stoves, pots and pans on the stove 
and on the wall, chopping block, tables, stool, etc. This was the crew's mess room 
with its plain wood tables and benches, and in front of this the double companion way 
or double staircase, also carpeted, for the entrance for the third class passengers 
and crew. 

Along the ship sides are square ports, inside of them are also furnished, The 
cranks lift off the crankshaft of the fly-wheel pumps which revolve as the plungers 

_ pump up and down in the cylinders. The windlass revolves when the brakes are pumped 
up and down on the focs'le head, the l, capstans on the deck revolve as well as the one 
on the head, having pawls and pawl race, 

The masts were built of 5 parts, tapered to scale, and brass rings bored and 
turned to different diameters, then blackened and put on to represent the hoops, with 
chapels under them. The yards were made of doweling, filed and.sanded in the lathe 
to scale size. Special milling cutters were made to mill the spaces in between the 
lugs on the withes after the spar hole was drilled, then filed up and drilled for the 
lift holes, A die was made for the dead eye straps, that is to blank them out of 
e020" sheet brass, drilled and tapped for a .038" dia. 140 threads per inch screw, the 
smallest I could get or make with a watchmaker's set of taps and dies, but I know that 
taps are made as small as .015", 20 threads per inch but I never (cont'd on page 66) 
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The KAIULANI 


A steel bark, crossing royals above double topgallants and topsails, built in 
1899 by A. Sewall and Co., at Bath, Maine. 


Tons net 125 Depth 20% 
7* 


Built as KAIULANI for Williams, Diamond and Co., of San Francisco, California, she 
was considered one of the fastest square riggers to sail out of the Golden Gate in the 
days before the World War I, She was named KAIULANI (Bird of Heaven) after a daughter 
of David Kalakaua, last King of the Hawaiian Islands, Her San Francisco owners put her 
into the Honolulu sugar trade. 

In 1910 she was bought by the Alaska Packers Association -- They renamed her the 
STAR OF FINLAN). In 1928 the STAR OF FINLAND was laid up at Alameda with three others 
of the Star Fleet -=- in 193) the STAR OF ZEELAND, STAR OF LAPLAND and the STAR OF 
SHETLAND were sold for scrap to the Japs, Finally, when the Packers could no longer 
afford to keep the yacht-like FINLAND, the only steel three masted bark ever built in 
America, and also the last American-built square rigger afloat, she was sold to Port- 
land, Oregon, interests to become a refrigerating hulk. The War in Europe saved her. 

She was bought by San Franciscans who formed the Compania de La Estrella, and she 
was put under the Panamanian flag. She was given a quick overhauling back in 19), 
under her old name, and in August 191 slipped out of Golden Gate for the last time 
bound for Gray's Harbor, Washington, for a cargo of lumber for Durban, South Africa. 
After a month of calms in the equatorial doldrums and other bad luck, the Captain put 
for Pitcairn about 300 miles off her course, At Pitcairn, because their lifting chains 
had never been tested - he was afraid to anchor, for fear of losing her hook. For 
three days she tacked off and on, while the natives carried supplies to her in whale 
boats. In December she rounded the Horn in fair weather in company with a school of 
porpoises, and later their little radio gave them the news of Pearl Harbor, and two 
weeks later she put into Durban, sailing over a mine field. we 

From Durban she set sail with a cargo of explosives for Sydney and after numerous 
fierce gales, which blew out forty of her sails, their radio announced that Jap sub- 
marines were attacking Sydney and it was decided it was safer to unload their cargo 
at Hobart, Tasmania. Here the crew demanded competent officers who would put the 
KATULANI in order and also war time contracts, This was refused by the owners, and 
they told their Captain they would sail no farther and walked ashore, This to the 
Captain was mutiny and he asked the authorities to jail the crew, This was done, but 
two weeks later they were released to find the KAIULANI had a new owner and was flying 
the Stars and Stripes. The army had bought the old square rigger. The crew was taken 
back at war time rates and she was then towed to Sydney to be converted into a motor= 
ized cargo carrier, 

In Sydney her spars came down and her cabin paneling came out and the old Maine- 
built ship became a barge. She rendered good service along the New Guinea Coast, but 
she was very surplus after the war's end which found her in Manila. Two years later 
she was bought for $18,000. for use as a lumber storage barge. There she is today. 

It is learned that it is one of the hopes, aims and ambitions of the San Francisco 
Maritime Museum to have the last resting place of the KAIULANI in the lagoon of Aquatic 
Park, and there refitted in all her glory, - an exhibit of San Francisco's Old Days of 
Sail, 

NOTE: (arl Kortum, who was foremast hand when he took this picture of KAIULANI 
writes =- The reflection shot, if you want its genesis, was taken in the Pacific dol- 
drums, from a ten-foot skiff that the second mate -- an old Port Gamble hand called 
Ole Lund -- had along as a personal possession, Harry Dring, the donkeyman, and I 
went out with our Graflex, and that chip of a boat was down to its marks in an awfully 
big Pacific Ocean-- just us and the KAIULANI. We were about a thousand miles off 
Panama, if I remember right. 

The picture of the wheel of the KAIULANI was taken in the "Southern Ocean——-run- 
ning her easting dovn", And the two men at the wheel are Tom Soules, of Seattle, and 
Jack Henriksen of Portland. (cont'd on page 6) 
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CAMEO, herm brig of New Haven, Conn, 
by Robert B,. Applebee 


CAMEO, 243 tons, dimensions, 111.5 x 27.1 x 10.5, was built at Bath, Maine, in 
1878 by Goss, Sawyer & Packard. She was sold almost immediately after launching to @ 
D. Trowbridge & others of New Haven, Conn., and her first master was John Neal. The 
history of this vessel is too great to give in detail but Lloyd's Registers, Lists of 
Merchant Vessels of the United States, and my own personal observations supply the 
following: The CAMEO, the last brig to be built on the Kennebec river, was built at 
Bath, Maine, at a cost of approximately $17,000.00. Official number 125689 and signal 
letters JTCN were awarded, Bath was her first home port but no home port or owners 
claimed her for very long. In 1879 New Haven was her home port, and in 1888 New York 
was her home port. In 1895 she was sold foreign and went under the British Flag and 
in 1899 she was back under the United States flag again. She was next owned in New 
Bedford, Mass., and in 1920 Provincetown appeared as her home port. 1923 found her 
hailing from Fall River, Mass,, and 1931 saw her documented out of Bangor, Maine. 

In 192 the master, Charles Trenholm, bought the CAMEO in Fall River, Mass., at 
auction, for the sum of $1500.00 and he operated her until she was seized by Customs Of- © 
ficers, at Bucksport, Maine, for violations of the navigation laws, The master, and —~ 
owner, did not appear, or file bond, in the time prescribed by law, so the CAMEO was 
forfeited to the United States. She was sold, at auction, by the United States Mar- 
shall, at Bucksport, Maine, in July 1931, to John T, Ferry, of Bangor, Maine, for the 
sum of $150.00. 

Originally the CAMEC was a brig and was built for the whaling industry. She made 
many trips to the whaling grounds with the New Bedford Whaling Fleet, but during the 
period that she was under the British Flag her rig was changed to schooner and most of 
the ports along the Maine coast knew her only as such. 

After her days as a whaler, and in particular after 192), this vessel plied every 
kind of trade and carried every kind of cargo, and was in the pulpwood trade along the 
Maine coast at the very last. 

A year or so after Bangor became her home port the vessel filled, heeled over ana @ 
sank on the outside of a barge that was tied up at the old Nicholson fish wharf at 
Bucksport, Maine. No effort was made to raise the hull and it was declared a menace 
to navigation, was blown up and the wreckage was removed from the harbor. 


THE COOPERATIVE SPIRIT OF THE GUILD 
as exemplified by Messrs. Scott, Shedd, Flynn, Allan and many others. 


From - Herbert S. Scott, 2300 N.E. 22nd St., Oklahoma City, Okla, "To me, a 
draftsman, plans are as much interest as the model itself. I need all plans and draw- 
ings that I can get in order to better present drawings for the Guild. I can make re- 
constructed ink perspectives from plans and can make drawings for the Guild which are 
more accurate. I am gradually building up a file of stuff here so that I can draw up 
anything. I have had in mind for sometime the idea of making drawings for any member 
who may have an old copy or photo of plans, and who wishes them reproduced to same 
scale or larger scale or any change in scale. Many old drawings exist among the mem- 
bers and many of them could be reproduced in the JOURNAL. I would make no charge for 
the drawing unless I had to photostat it to another scale and would then charge only 
for the cost of photostating." 

From - John Shedd of Model Shipways, Fort Lee, N.J. "We wish to extend to the 
members the use of our casting facilities for patterns which they wish duplicated in 
lead. There are many times when a modeler has to make many duplicate fittings to 
furnish their model completely. These may not be obtainable in your scale or style. 
We are pleased to offer this service gratis to members for their own use. Please 
consult us for limitations of size, shape, etc." 

From—A, G. Law. "I am now starting a yearly index for the JOURNAL, to be pub- 
lished at the end of each year. In the meanwhile for each issue, I suggest to those & 
who file their numbers in a ring binder, that they insert a sheet of contrasting 
color between each issue for their notes and comments for each month." 

From = Charles i1, Allan. In the March issue Charles M. Allan in his fine article 
"My experience with Wood for Ship Models" offered his services to the members in ob- 
taining wood and also the band sawing of lifts and sheer lines of solid models. 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO AFTERGUARD 
of the 
NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


Among the active groups of the Guild, is the San Francisco Afterguard, 
All members of the Guild, residing in the Bay Area, are also members of the 
Afterguard, The membership comprises a reasonable percentage of the Guild 


Membership in the United States. The Afterguard meeting place is the San 
Francisco Maritime Museum. 


Some of the founder members of this body are Capt. R. Le Lobez, F.R.G.S., 
and Chevalier of the Legion of Honneur, Capt, Leighton Robinson, Harry 
Stoddard, Eric Swanson, Commander James H. Willey, Paul Naton, William N. 
Fenerin, Daniel McNeil. These members have fostered the growth of the local 
chapter of the Guild. Karl Kortum, Director, and Kenneth Glasgow, Asst, 
Director of the Maritime MuSeum, have assisted in every way possible to 
further the activities of the Afterguard. Capt. R. L. Lobez, F.R.G.S., who 
named the Afterguard, and was the prime mover in its formation four years 
ago, is "Skipper" and Comdr. James H, Willey, Yeoman. 


About cight ex-captains of square riggers and many more who have served 
in sail, are members of the Afterguard, A411 members were active in the work 
of establishing the Muesum, a nautical shrine, where all can now go for in- 


formation, research, and records of the glorious past of not only their great 
city, but of the West Coast. 


Willis L. Nye 
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The CABOT 


From a letter of Mr. J. W. Crerar, 11 High St., Maryport, Cumberland, England. — 
"In the February number of the JOURNAL, just to hand, your member Dr. Robert Heubner 
(p23) deals in his answer to Mr, F. R. Miller with the details of the brig CABOT of Me 
14 guns. It is clear from the Public Records Office, London, that the CABOT, a brig 
(or briganteen=--Paul Jones) misnamed the CABINET, had a small white figurehead and yel- 
low sides with hanging ports, that her master was Hopkins, Jr., that she carried 1) - 
6<pounders and 12 swivels on her upper deck, with 120 men including 30 Marines. I think 
the details Nos, 941 and 1045 will be of interest to both gentlemen," . 

Public Records office, Admiralty Records, Adm- 1-5) (No. 1045). From several re- 
marks and informations (from secret agent) the following is the State of Rebel Armed 
Vessels which attacked the GLASGOW off Rhode Island, 6 April 1776. 

Commanders Guns Pounders On what 

Ship's Name Name 9 6 Swivels Deck Man Each Remarks 


ALFRED SHIP Hopkins 20 10 Lower 220 in= A figurehead and 
Upper cluding yellow sides. Her 
60 lower deck ports 18 

Marines inches from water 

Mizen T. G. Sail 
220 in= Black sides without 

COLUMBUS SHIP Whipple 18 10 cluding head MizenT. G. 

60 sail 


Marines 
(ANNADORA ) 130 in= Black sides without 
ANDREA DORIA cluding head, 
Brig Dunn 16 30 Marines 
CABOT 120 in= <A small white figure- 
Brig Hopkins Jr, 1h cluding head and yellow sid 


30 Marines with hanging ports. 
(CABINET ) 90 in- Black sloop without 
PROVIDENCE cluding a head, 
Sloop Hazard 12 10 Ditto 28 Marines 


NOTE by J.W.C.e: The word CABOT appears in pencil above the word PROVIDENCE. Observe 
names — ANNADORA and CABINET=- In the log of ANDREA DORIA names of Ship ALFRED, 
COLUMBUS, and CABOT are mentioned. 


In Paul Jones Journal to King of France, quoted in the Janette Taylor- "Memoir 
of her Uncle Paul Jones", pp. 29-30, he states, "The American Navy at first was no more 
than the ships ALFRED and COLUMBUS, the briganteens ANDREA DORIA and CABOT and the 
Sloop PROVIDENCE." It is therefore clear that the "secret agent" was mistaken in the 
names of ANNADORA and CABINET, he had given, and the details apply to the brigs or 
briganteens ANDREA DORIA and CABOT, 

One additional detail is given in regard to the COLUMBUS in record No. 935: "The 
COLUMBUS is all black, except white bottom, no head, commanded by one Whipple. A friend 
a London barrister, copied these details for me at the Public Records Office. J.W.C. 

Similar details with certain variations also appear in record 91 concerning 
Colonial defense, which also mentions: One floating Battery 120 feet long, 20 feet 
wide, 35 rafts built like a scough (scow) 18'x72',. Two ships 20 guns each - Baltimore, . 
Fitting out two brigs, 1) and 16 guns each New Haven, ... . Fitting out thirteen 
frigates ordered to be built by C,. Congress from 28 to 36 guns. Two allotted to be 
built at this port - Philadelphia, (The report of the secret agent.) Observe names 
of ANNADORA and CABINET are mentioned No, 1335. 


The KAIULANI (cont'd) NOTE: The short biography of the KAIULANI is condensed from a & 
very fine story in "This World Magazine" of the San Francisco Chronicle of December 

18th, 1949, by David Nelson, The “vital statistics" of the KAIULANI are from the "Last 
of the Square Riggers" by J. Ferrell Colton (N.R.G.). 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


The San Francisco Maritime Museum will be formally opened and dedicated 
by Mayor Elmer Robinson, when he cuts the ribbon to the entrance on Sunday, 
May 27th, 1951. 


This museum was first proposed and sponsored by the Mayor, At his re=- 
quest a committee was formed composed of Admiral Chester Nimitz, U.S.N., 
prominent members of San Francisco's business world, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and many others. 


This committee will have its ambitions realized by the creation of a 
permanent home for her countless maritime records. San Francisco's nautical 
past is as "wide as the Pacific, her history is founded on ships, Here all 
may visualize and study the part she played with her men, ships and enter- 
prise in the far flung waters which flow through her Golden Gate, 


The active director of the museum is Karl Kortum, N.R.G., who is 
assisted by Kenneth Glasgow. 


The museum building was built prior to World War II and stands at the 
head of a circular lagoon adjacent to Fort Mason, foot of Polk Street, on 
the shore of San Francisco Bay. The architectural motif of the building is 
nautical and the decorations are of nautical subjects, The exhibits occupy 
two floors and comprise ship models, photographs, figure heads, old time 


deck equipment, parts of old ships, maps, anchors, instruments, and maritime 
records » 


Members of the Guild have participated in the preparation of exhibits. 
Kenneth Clyde Jenkins is lending a historical collection of photographs of 
‘SS ferry boats that formerly plied San Francisco Bay in pre-bridge days. 
Eric Swanson's model of the five=mast ship PREUSSEN is shown with all sails 


quired 5,000 hours of work to construct. It was purchased by Mrs. Adolph 

B, Spreckels, one of the sponsors for the museum, and presented to the 
museum, Glen Berger, N.R.G., is superintending the construction of a plaque 
of an old-time sailing ship stern which the Mayor will unveil at the cere~ 
mony of opening, The models of the Marine Room of the De Young Museum will 
also be moved to the Museum, among these being J. Porter Shaw's N.R.G. Brig 
PILGRIM and his "Down East" pinky. George B. Cadwell, Jr., and Kenneth 
Clyde Jenkins, both N.R.G., are members of the work party who are rebuild- 
ing, in realism, the prow of a schooncr in the Museum. 
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NAUTICAL CALENDAR 


members to extract pertinent information from nautical magazines, 
journals, books, articles, pamphlets, newspapers, manuscripts. 


need items of special interest relating to seamanship, marine im- * 
provements, inventions, usage, ship's gear, rigging, equipment, 
naval ordnance. 


can contribute the information for iron jackstays, first use of 
ship's wheel, beginning of stunsails, various anchors of nineteenth 
century, the martingale, wire rigging, and a thousand other marine 
items? 


is a better place to find these, than Chatterton, Lubbock, ilcCann, 
Magoun, Davis, Riesenberg, Knight, Anderson, Nares, Lever, Brady, 
Steel, Chapman, Biddlecombe, Iurphy, Kipping, Falconer, Chapelle, 
Dana, Culver, Nance, Cutler, Lute, Hammersley, Sutherland, to 
mention a few? 


not send yours today? This Guild research project cannot be 
carried on without the active help and support of the members. 
Please do not be afraid of duplication, the very fact or item 
you contribute, may well fit in with information at hand, The 
editing of these facts and their arrangement is the duty of the 
period editors, who have kindly volunteered their services, 


contributions from the members, of twenty to twenty-five marine 
facts apiece, we can compile an extremely valuable record of 
nautical progress. A reference work that will be of interest & 


not only to modelmakers, but to marine artists, writers, ship 
historians, etc. No matter what your special interest, you are 
certain to benefit by this record when it is compiled, 


or not, we will be able to start this project is up to ALL the 
memberse It is not the duty of the period editors to write their 
respective sections, nor are they willing to do so. 


Thomas Hornsby, - Editor, Nautical Calendar 


CHAMPION OF THE SEAS (cont'd from page 58) saw one yet, - check with the American 
Machinist's Handbook. Some or rather all of it is right up my alley, my racket-is, 

I am the leadingman Tool and Diemaker for the U.S. Naval “hipyard here, but I have my 
own little shop in the basement. 

Anchors were made from 3/16" sheet brass sawed out of the solid, to a formula or 
description by Charlie Davis in his book, "The Built Up Ship Model", palms were made 
of sheet brass soldered and riveted on with escutcheon pins of brass, the stock is 
wood with brass rings and the ring of brass then blackened. 

On the stern of the model is the coat of arms of Australia, at the time of the 
ship's launching, - this coat of arms has been changed since. This coat of arms is 
surmounted by a scroll. The ship's boats were all carved from solid wood, 8 of them, 
they are all fitted with mast, sail, oars and water cask. 

All around the deck near the water-ways are glass deck lights (plastic) with 
brass screw ventilators that have a screw of .038" = screws 140 threads, drilled and 
tapped. Doors of the houses open out and shut, storm shutters slide. 

The running rigging has the sheets of chain and rope, buntlines, clewlines and * 
leachlines attached to the jack stay thru blocks under the tops, down thru fairleads 
scized to the shrouds. 


I have made everything on this model except the riggin lines, chain and belaying 
pins, 
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BELAYING PIN PLANS 
from a letter of John J. Flynn 


Have always had more or less trouble getting a good lead for my main topsail 

braces and took the matter up with a Guild Captain. He shed considerable light on the 

* subject and I realize that there are a few details on a model that are very hard to 
reproduce correctly. In spite of the most careful layout work, masts can be raked a 
little too much or not enough and still look 0.K., yards can be a 1/16th too high or 
too low and there your braces are foul. I have had several belay=pin plans and they 
looked correct to me but just try to put all the running rigging on a model and get 
the lines to run clear to their proper pins, I have made tiny fairleads and lashed 
them to the back stays to keep the running rigging clear and in spite of that if I 
put the lines on the proper pins the rigging job would look messy, So, I belay the 
lines as close as possible to where they should go and have a neat looking piece of 
work. 

It is not necessary to have all the running rigging on a model when there is no 
canvas but I like to put it on as I think a model looks half dressed without it. I 

‘ wouldn't think a belaying pin plan necessary when just the halliards and braces are 
rove off, usually the plan shows where that much rigging goes. I have heard lots of 
griping about pin plans, the pin plans were O,K. but there was something that wasn't 
just where it was supposed to be. And the gripes came from experienced modelers, too. 
Therefore, I don't want to stick my neck out and have very much to say about a pin 
plan, I am not passing the buck, either. I am talking from my own experience and if 
they are truthful other experienced men, I think, will say the same thing. If they 
can get things just right they are super-men, 

There are so many factors that enter into this phase of modeling that can throw 
one off, such as having an eyebolt, a block fastens to it a tiny bit out of the way 
too long or the wire hook on the block just a small faction long and it will be enough 
to foul things up. There are many details on an actual ship that are rarely shown on 
plans for leading rigging clear, and in many cases would be missed by an average per- 

& son and only an experienced mariner would know the meaning of it. So that is my story 
and I will stick to it. Most of my modeling has been on a 1/8" scale, the little I 

have done on a 1/" scale convinces me that a much more accurate job can be done all 
the way around. 


Frigate MAYFLOWER of 1492 
by Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


I wish to go on record as being in accord with Chapelle's article in the March 
Journal about accuracy in ship modelling. BUT - in spite of his own valuable and 
prolific contribution to this art, it is still impossible for the average modeller 
to attain complete accuracy however seriousminded he may be. For one reason, the 
modeller does not always understand the language of ship draughting, a knowledge which 
Chapelle himself did not acquire in a day either. Another reason lies in the lack of 
published information on the leads of rigging, the size and type of blocks, deadeyes, 
parrels, etc., especially as regards a specific vessel and period. Almost any model 
of an earlier ship must include some guesswork, although such guesswork is rendered 
more intelligent as one's knowledge increases. The purpose of Chapelle's works (and 
of the Guild) is to make such knowledge available to him who has neither the time, 

‘ ability or inclination to undertake the necessary research. 

Another point -- your average modeller does not wish to become a naval architect. 
Modelling to him is a hobby in which he may find as much enjoyment in collecting tools 
and blueprints as in constructing a model, ‘ith scant knowledge and great enthusiasm, 
he builds his "ship in little", altering here and there to suit his taste or ability, 
and then sits back, lights his pipe, and contemplates his "frigate MAYFLOWER of 1492" 

e with serene satisfaction. A complete waste of time, and an absolutely valueless model, 
yet, one whose creation has given much pleasure to its creator, and perhaps prevented 
stomach ulcers. 

As for the "obstinate and dissatisfied cuss" of the first paragraph = he sure is, 
and I know whereof I speak, But don't be hard on him, he gives employment to many, 
and he sometimes learns through error and dissatisfaction. A friend of mine was once 

(cont'd on page 71) 
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NOTES FROM THE LEDGER OF THE SAILOR'S HOME, PHILADELPHIA 1855 
From Vineland Historical Society, Elena J, Darling, Secretary 


James Brown, "Cataract", Savannah; left on"Lady Franklin", of Liverpool. & 

John Lowder, "Clinton", Charleston; "Laura Johnson" 

John Wiliiams, U.S.F, "Constitution" same 

Nath'l, Gridley, Troy; Destitute; Home Schnecktady 

John Cook, "R. Peel", London; left on "Buffalo." also James Hogart, 
Thomas Simons, Moses Thompins, Henry Gibson, Richard Fox, 

George Kelly, New Bedford, left on "Yankee Doodle." 

Michael Kinley, Country; Cleared out. 

George King, "Susan", Vera Crus; Hosp. to Charleston to join ship "Ocean 
Queen" for Europe, 

Walter W. Brook, Washington; "Black Warrior," 

George Smith, Country; missing oves $5.20. 

Gustavus Fowle, Greenport; "Magnolia", Australia 

Michael Feeny, "Mississippi"! Newport; Missing May 5th. 

John Sullivan, "Mississippi", Newport. Navy. 

Thomas McCluskey, U.S.S. "Constitution", Portsmouth, U. S. Service, 
Also John San Martin. 

Wm. Sherman, Destitute, - - - - $58.40 

Charles Tucker, Sag Harbor; Destitute. Tucker & Dykinson, 22 Front St. 

Joseph Connolly, City. Destitute, Cleared out a thief. Owed $5.37. 

Francis Gray, "Sissie Nichols", Key Francis; to Boston, 

Win, Robb, "Morning Star" Callao. 

J. H. Saunders, "Esther Belle"; missing, owes .60 

John Parrett, "Star of the West" Callao. 

G. Ee Clarke, Boston, "Ocean Telegraph", Cal. 

John Slater, "Clementine", Paid bill, Missing. 

F, Price, A. Rice, Baltinore; "Sea Foam", 

John Spear, "May Broughton", Buena Ayres, Boston. Also Converse Ke 
Hazeltine, Francis F, Cutting, John Smith, Josiah C. Smith, Charles Rogers. 

Alexander Bain, "America" (?) L'pool; "Flora Temple", Cal. Letters ford. 
to San Francisco, 

Elias Shipman, Sloop of War "Marion", U.S. Service 

Thos. Brown, "America" (?) L'pool. No ex. Cleared him out, 

John T, Reynolds, Norfolk; Boston. Paid bill of $151.25. Good Riddance. 

Capt. A. McLane, James L, Bogart, Liverpool (Firm for which he worked? 
E.J.D.) "Gray Feather", Australia, 

Below is the way in which the entries are made. I condensed. 


Richd, McDonnell, James Crosby, Porto Rico 


Board to June 8 1.80 June 13 = Adv. 61 22.00 
to Cash 32 038 
to Store 58 7255 
to Cash 58 250 Hesperes 
to Cash 58 11.77 St. George 
22 600 22 00 


I was guilty of the quotation marks, and sometimes it was not clear to me 
whether (as above) the name was of the ship or the merchant engaging the services of 


the captain, 
Elena J, Darling 


Dr. Jurgen Meyer's Prints and Negatives -- We recall the description given by the 
doctor of his collection of oe vessel prints and negatives-- Now Winston Langdon 
writes that he has a list of 200 of these negatives -- and the price is 50 cts. for 
5x7 size and asks the members who are interested to write him for specific vessels. 
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HARRY D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 15004 EAST GRANADA AVE., 


WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA. U.S. A. 


VERIES 

Query Io. 1h - Pumps -- On large re ships of the '50s, pumps are generally shown 
on current plans as being mountcd on a shaft across the after ends of the main 
fiferails; bitts, rails and shafts boxing the mast. When bitts were placed aft the 
mast with its fiferails pointed forward, as in the casc with the U.S. National 
Muscum's half model of YOUNG AMERICA, what form did the pumps take, and where 
would they be placed? 

Query Ilo. 145 -- Considerable history exists on the privateor brig DEFENSE, commissioned 
at New Haven in Feb. 1776. Does anyone know of cxisting drawings, model, lines or 


pictures? 
Query No. 146 -— Clipper ASA ELDRIDGE -- Arc the lines of this ship available now? 
Has aiyone seen a model of her -- if so, vhere? 


Query No. 147 -- Le Croix Publications-- A friend in France got me a copy of Le Croix 
works on French Sailing Ships. As I now possess all Le Croix publications, I 
would like to exchange or sell ite Do you know anyone interested? Recently, I 
made a grand catch of a photograph of the American Sovereign of the Seas -= it is 
a wonderful broadside view and worth copying to those interested, 

Query No. 18 —— List of Marine Artists-- Kenneth Clyde Jenkins writes his appreciation 
of our list of Sources of Photographs of Sailing Vessels, and says that he would 
like to see the same thing done on Marine Artists. This is worth while. Will you 
please send in such a list and please make mention of their work and titles of 
some of their ship paintings. Now is the time to bring forth some unknown artists 
and these in the ranks of the Guild. This is to include those in oils and pen and 
ink, We would like a short biography of each. 

Query Noe 149 -- Rock salt as a preservative? It was told that rock salt was poured 

into a hole which was bored with the grain in mast heads and plugged up. Was this 

done to preserve the wood? Also it was told that rock salt was poured between the 


frames and planking before a ship was decked over, Was that also a preservative 
end much salt? 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 
POLYNESIA. Back in Nov. 1950 a Query No. 116 was entered for a picture of the 
POLYNESIA of Hamburg. This query is now answered by Dr. Jurgen Meyer of Graf-Spee- 
Str. 15 Kiel, Germany, who says he has two pictures of the ship. (This will show 
the value of re-entering some queries which were not answered.) 
Query No, 11ll-— Answered by Dr. Jurgen Mcyer-- In reply to ‘inston Langdon, re: books 
on German Sailing Vessels. From Dr. Meyer: "There have been published a number 
of illustrated bocks on German sailing ships after the war. Author is Mr, F. 
Spengemann who gives the local marine history of some small places on the River 
Lesum near Bremen. The books are still available. Other pre-war works by the 
Same author giving the history of a great many wooden German sailors are out of 
print. Dr. Hover's "Von der Galiot zum Funfmaster" giving the history of the 
Bremen River Weser owned and built sailing ships is for a long time out of print 
end only by chance some second hand copies appear on the book market. 
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AUSTRALIA = HISTORIC SCHCONER OF duPONTS 
TO MAKE MYSTIC MARINE MUSEUM A LAST PORT 


Mystic, Conn., April 7 (AP) = America's senior merchant vessel will "come home 
next month to join other great ships of the American marine at the Mystic Marine 
Museum. 

She is the Australia - a typical early coaster of the type that played so im- 
portant a role in developing trade among the 13 states when this republic was a 
fledgling. 

The 76=foot, tro-masted schooner is being given to the Mystic Marine Museum by 
Mrs. E. Paul duPont, through the co-operation of her son, R. Jacques T,. duPont, as a 
memorial to her late husband. 

The Australia carries the number 25, the lowest number in the official list of 
merchant vessels in the United States = the equivalent of a No. 1 license plate, 

The numtor stands at the head of a registry of more than 248,000 American ships. 

Lost in the mists of early history are the names of the builder and designer of 
the schooner which has since been rebuilt several times, She is thought to have been 
square=rigged in the beginning. 

When the British attacked Baltimore in 1814, the Australia, then a merchant ship 
under charter, was an American prize of war and a British loss, She is believed to 
have becn captured from the British during that misunderstanding. 

Long owned and sailed as a yacht by members of the duPont family, the Australia 
has a waterline length of 68 feet, 

The vessel is now at Chesapeake City, Md. A crew of volunteer yachtsmen will 
sail her up to Mystic next month..... from Philadelphia Bulletin. 


Sources for Foreign Ship Model Plans -= by John Shedd 
Plans from=-Belgium, Holland, Germany, France, Denmark, Sweden 


Recently Mr. E. Wendell of Nutley, N. Je, dropped in with a suitcase full of 
plans and kits picked up while traveling in Europe. I had the opportunity to thumb 
throush them, and found a number of excellent plans. Below is a list of Continental 
companies represented by these plans, The list is not complete and of course Great 
Britain is a study in itself. 


Au Petit Constructeur- 220 Chaussee de Wavre, Bruzelles, Belgium 


Ocean, Canal and river types. Some traced from Admiral De Paris, 1 plans 


all sail, all nations, of popular names such as MAYFLOWER, GREAT REPUBLIC, HISPANIOLA, 


SPRAY, BOUNTY, SANTA MARIA, VICTORY and lesser ones imaginately done. Price list. 


No instructions. 

Arpid- Slikkerveer, Holland -- Variety of canal, river and ocean types, mainly 
Dutch East Indian, Sail and Steam, all periods, wrafting in good quality especially 
for European vessels, Fine brochure on HALF MOON. Plans and instructions in Dutch 
for those who read, 


Robert Leof Verog-- Berg B, Magdeburg 76, Germany (Russian Zone).=— He has a va= 


riety of plans among which are HORST WESSEL, which is now an American training ship. 

Association Des Amis des Mussce de la Marine-- Palais de Chaillot, Paris 16, 
Francee=- A non-profit club operating under the Mussee's wing. Plans are of the 
best, complete, based on the museum's models of which clear and useful photos are 
supplied with each "monographie", 
sail, Warships largely. Also modern cruisers, destroyers, etc. 
list includes a variety of publications, 

Anker Modeller-- Plantevej, 8, SOborg, Copenhagen, Denmark—- Numerous plans, 
Sail and steam, all centuries, all nations, but largely Danish, Catalog. 


All French, Price 


Armada=- Cedergrensnavagen 43, Stockholm 32, Sweden.-- Scandanavian and British 


types, largely sail. Catalog. 
No doubt these companies will welcome payment of posting costs, tho not neces- 


sary. 


If the Chinese are right -- that one picture is worth a thousand words ~- then 
we have 6,000 words this issue -- not counting the text. 


A must for those who follow 18th and 19th century 


“eM 
+ 
REX 
Ed 
1" 
; 
. 
. 
pv. 
lle * 
4 
. 


VOLUME III MAY 1951 NUMBER 5 71 


THE ARMAMENT OF THE ARGUS 
From a Letter from Harry Eckstein 


The armament of the ARGUS consisted of 16 - 2h-pounder carronades and 2 long 
12-pounders, the latter used as "bow chasers", The carronades are patterned from a 
drawing found in "The Mariner", formerly published by the Rhode Island Ship Model 
Society, and the long guns from those used in the CONSTITUTION, After making drawings 
to the desired scale, 1/4 inch, I made brass patterns by turning them in a lathe at 
the Zelf Machine Shop here in New York where one may rent machines at an hourly rate. 
Castings were then made from the patterns by the centrifugal method at fellow-member 
John Shedd's Model Shipways, The carronades are of the type having a lug on the 
underside, which together with the touch=hole blocks are soldered to the patterns 
after casting, and are mounted on old=type slide carriages. 


Guild Ship Model Registry = Herbert S. Scott, Registrar 


Members who have not sent in their registration cards of ship models, built, or 
building, please do so at once. You will find blanks attached to February JOURNAL, or 
send to the Registrar for blanks. Your model may not be what you desire, or you may 
think it is not good enough, but they are all an effort in our work and we want a reg= 
istry of all Guild models. Let's all work on this project of research. We have had 
several requests from those who would like to buy. Here are some of the ships which 
have been registered to date -- 


"Alice Mandell", whaler, 1851 "Sov, of the Seas", clipper, 1852 
"Ann McKim", Mcht., 1832 "Torrens", 1875 (British) 

"Benj. F. Packard", Mcht., 1883 Whaleboat (Beetle) 

"Chas. ', Morgan", whaler, 181 Whaling Bark, New Bedford 
"Constitution", frigate, 1797 "Joe Lane", U.S.C.G. Cutter, 1349 
"Flying Cloud", clipper, 1851 "Newsboy", Brgnt'n, 

"Isaac Webb", Packet, 1850 "The Sparrowhawk", Ketch, 1600 
"Jas. A. Wright", Mcht. 1877 "Gertrude Thebaud", Gloucesterman 
"Mayflower" "Pinky", 1820 

"Meteor", Mcht. Brig. 1850 Santa Maria 


"Sea Witch", Mcht. 1872 


INTRODUCING ANE') MEMBER 

Floyd J. Green, QM 1 USCG-- 7552 = h2nd St., N.E., Seattle, Wash.=- "I am stationed at 
the District Office in Seattle under the Search and Rescue Division, My job is 
to assist the Rescue Controller in cases of assistance or operational matters 
which occur in the District. I plan to stay in the Coast Guard until I retire, 
and then devote all my time to ship modelling. I was in the Navy during the War 
and while in the Coast Guard I spent 18 months in Alaskan waters, mostly in the 
Bearing Sea. J am just getting into my second stride in modelling, and have re- 
cently acquired the space where I can go to work in earnest. I have made the USS 
YORKTOWN, USCGC CAMPBELL, a Slaver brig, and am now finishing a small model of 
the SANTA MARIA, The Seattle Group, now numbering only Allan Saunders and my- 
self, have already had two meetings," 


Corrections :==- Please add the following names to the roster -- Harold I, Lessem, 2202 
Brookfield Ave., Baltimore, Md., and Michael Pruchnicki, 5518 So. Halsted St., Chicago 
12, Ill... We are advised that the correct address of Morton-Waters, in the source 
list for photos is - 127 Montgomery St., San Francisco,.. In this list also change 

the postal district of Kenneth Clyde Jenkins to 8h... Mr. E. N. Rich wishes to make 
two corrections in his article of December 1950, “American and British Fleets on Lake 
Champlain and Lake George". The INFLEXIBLE had 18 12-1b. guns, not 2h-1b., and the 
name of the Row Galley Turnbull-- should be changed to TRUMBULL. 


Frigate MAYFLOWER - from page 67 -- so "obstinate" in his quest for facts and so "dis- 
satisfied" with what he found that he bought some paper and a pencil or two and began 
to make notes and draw pictures which have since helped many of us. His name is — 

Howard I, Chapelle}! 
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figures on the SWORD FISH, 


DIMENSIONS OF THE SPARS OF THE SWORD FISH from Wm. N. Fenerin 


It occurs to me that this information is not generally available, 


I enclose 
The Iigures are taken from the American Edition of Darcy 
Lever's "Sheet Anchor" with additions by Geo, W. Blunt, published 1858, New York, by 


E. and G, W, Blunt. I also have the figures on FLYING DUTCHMAN, YOUNG AMERICA of 
Webb, and the GREAT REPUBLIC of lickay. 


Length of keel to half scarf . . 1:2 feet 
Whole length on deck ... - 
Breadth of beam . « 
Depth of hold . 


170 feet 
36 feet " 
20 


SWORD FISH 


Depth between decks « » e 
Measurement in tons (Carpenter's) . 1250 


(Custom House). 1000 
Launched, September 20, . . 1851 


73 ft. 


Names of the Length Mast Head Yard Arm Diameter 
Masts and Spars ft. in. ite | in. ft. in. in. 
FORE=Mast 10 levee | eee 30 

Top=mast | 6 7 ; 8 | oes eve 16 

" Top=-gallant 23 ece eee | eee eee 11 

" Royal 15 eve eee eee | eee 7 

10 

MAIN-Mast 79 eee 1h ee | eee eee 30 
" Top-mast 8 | eee eee 16 
" Top=gallant 2h eee eee eve eee eee 
© 20 | 8 | | 
POLE 

MIZEN=Mast 69 11 eee | eee | eee 235 
" Top=gallant 18 9 eee eee eee eee 
Royal 22 6 eee eee eee | eee 2 
" 8 | | 

_ Top=gallant 37 eee ees eee 2 ? 
" Royal 28 eee eee eee 8 65 
Sky=sail 19 6 eee eee eee 4-3/4 

" Top=sail 61 eee eee eee 5 6 153 
" Top-gallant | 6 | eee 2 8 10 
" Royal Peer 31 6 eve eee 1 10 7 
tt Sky=-sail 21 6 ese eee 1 2 5 

MIZEN-Yard 52 eee eee eee 3 133 
Top=sail eee eee eee 6 105 
ut Top-gallant ......| 27 9 1 9 65 
" Sky=-sail 13 eee eee eee eee 9 4 

BOWSPRIT outboard 25 top eee eee eee eee 28x38! 

Inner Jib=<boom 18 eee eee ese 16 

Outer Jib—boom .......+.| 12 

Pole 8 

Spanker=boom 42 eee ore eee eee eee 10 

5 6 eee eee 8 
Swinging Boom eee eee eee eee eee 9 
Width Fore=top eee eee eee eve eee 14 

Main " eee eee eee eee 
Mizen=top eee eee eee ee eee 11z 


Date of Mailing 5/5/51. 
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